
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

����������
2010 Badger State Winter Games 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CONTACT: 

Jessica Gammey 
jgammey@sportsinwisconsin.com 

920-422-1437 
 

 
 



 2

 
 

 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
Thank you for your coverage of the American Family Insurance Badger State Winter Games.  
 
We would like to make it as easy for you as possible to cover the Games. Please provide us 
with feedback on how we could better work together to support the athletes from your area 
competing.  
 
 
 
QUICK SUMMERY 2010………………………………………………………………………… page 3-4 
 
 
 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS………………………………………………………………………… page 5 
 
 
 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR…………………………………………………………………..…page 6 
 
 
 
OTTO BREITENBACH SPIRIT OF THE GAMES AWARD……………………… …………..page 7 
 
 
 
BSG: A BRIEF HISTORY……………………………………………………………………….. page 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Jessica Gammey 

Director of Marketing and Public Relations 
Wisconsin Sports Development Corporation 

jgammey@sportsinwisconsin.com 
920-422-1437 



 3

QUICK SUMMERY 2009 
 
 
FEATURED SPORTS    YEAR ADDED 

ALPINE SKIING   1989      
BADMINTON    2007 
BILLIARDS    2006 
BOWLING    2004   
CURLING     1989 
FIGURE SKATING   1989 
FREESTYLE SKIING   2004 
ADULT HOCKEY   1989 
YOUTH HOCKEY   1989 
INDOOR ARCHERY   2004 
INDOOR SOCCER   2007 
NORDIC SKIING   1989 
QUADRATHLON   1996      
SKI JUMPING    1990 
SNOWBOARDING   2000 
SNOWMOBILE RACING  2008  
SNOWSHOE RACING   1990 
*SPEEDSKATING   1990 *suspended in 2010 due to facility availability  
TRAIL RUN    2009 

 
 
 
NEW THIS YEAR 

- Boys division added to Indoor Soccer 
- Hockey Festival in Milwaukee – all players received a free ticket to the Admirals Game on Friday or Sunday 

and a Milwaukee Admirals winter hat. Gold medal games for 5 of 6 divisions were played at the Bradley 
Center on Sunday.  

- Winter Festival & Torch Lighting Ceremony 
  Friday, February 5th, 2010 

400 block – City Square, Downtown Wausau 
Torch Lighting Ceremony at 6:00pm followed by a fantastic Laser Show, Public Skating, Free Hot 
Chocolate and Popcorn, Special Promotions at Local Businesses, and much more! 

- The Action Continues on Saturday with the Badger State Games Rail Jam  
Saturday, February 6th, 2010, 6:00pm - City Square, Downtown Wausau 
Watch snowboard experts display their talents and Badger State Games snowboarders display their skills. 
On-site registration available (helmets and waivers required). Repeat performance of the Laser Show and 
Public Skating for everyone. 

- NATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE COMES TO THE CITY SQUARE! ” MTV MADE” WILL 
BE TAPING AN EPISODE  with Badger State Games participants at the Rail Jam on February 6th. 
Come out to see who will win the MTV Made Rail Jam Challenge! 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
BSG BY THE NUMBERS 
 22nd  Annual Badger State Winter Games 

1st, 2nd and 3rd - Medal Winners Advance to State Games of America in qualifying sports– visit 
www.stategames.org for more information 

 20 Venues 
17 Sports 
22 Sponsors 
1600 Volunteers 
1900 Medals will be awarded in 2010 
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WINTER FESTIVAL & TORCH LIGHTING CEREMONY 

Friday, February 5th, 2010 
400 block – City Square, Downtown Wausau 
6:00pm – Torch Relay around Square and Ceremony 
6:30pm to 9:00pm –Laser Show, Public Skating, Free Hot Chocolate and Popcorn, Special Promotions 
at Local Businesses, and much more! 
Free Admission - PUBLIC WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO C OME 

 
HONORARY TORCH BEARERS 
 

o        Representing youth athletes  in the Games is Jessie Taylor  – a 15 year old Ski Jumper from Iola and 
Junior Olympics qualifier participating in her 10th consecutive Badger State Winter Games.  

o        Representing the adult and local athletes  of the Games is Sally Sann  – an Alpine Skier from Wausau 
area and longtime veteran of the Games 

o        Representing all the volunteers  for the Games are Joe and Jan Huber  – the 2010 Volunteers of the 
Year (Archery) from the Rib Mountain area 

o        Representing the athletes traveling to Wausau  for the Games is Blake Becker  – a professional 
triathlete and Nordic Skier from Madison competing in his second Badger State Games 

o        Representing all of the sponsor organizations  that support the Games is Tammi Schug  – the very 
first student to enroll at Rasmussen College in Wausau. Rasmussen College; along with Adrenalign 
Marketing of Wausau, are this year’s Torch Lighting Ceremony sponsors 

o        Representing the history and legacy of the Games  are Laurin Jorstad  – Vice President and General 
Manager of WAOW/TV9 (retired); and Jim Force , local business and community leader. Both Laurin 
and Jim were members of the original group of leaders that established the Games in 1989. 

 
 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR  
For more than 30 years Joe Huber has been a member at the Rib Mountain Bowmen Archery 
Club located just north of Wausau where the Badger State Games’ Archery competition takes 
place. He and Jan (she doesn’t shoot but loves to go along for the fun) had volunteered at other 
shoots over the years. When they heard about the opportunity to help with the Badger State Winter Games, they signed 
up right away and “have been there ever since.” 
 
 
�
OTTO BREITENBACH SPIRIT OF THE GAMES AWARD 
For more than 15 years, Mosinee’s Keith Du Puis has proudly and enthusiastically supported the Badger State Winter 
Games. From his early days working at a local radio station that promoted the Games to his current volunteer support 
as Chair for the Badger State Games Winter Festival, Keith’s involvement has been instrumental in the Games’ 
success. It is quite fitting that he be honored with the Otto Breitenbach 2010 Spirit of the Games Award. 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Badger State Winter Games FINAL WEEKEND 
February 5-7 th , 2010 
 

 
 

Event Site Dates Start Time End Time 

Figure Skating Marathon County Park Thursday, February 04, 2010 8:00 AM 8:00 PM 

Billiards Dale's Weston Lanes Friday, February 05, 2010 6:00 PM 11:00 PM 

Figure Skating Greenheck Center  Friday, February 05, 2010 8:00 AM 8:00 PM 

Figure Skating Marathon County Park Friday, February 05, 2010 8:00 AM 8:00 PM 

Curling Wausau Curling Club Friday, February 05, 2010 8:00 AM 7:00 PM 

Billiards Dale's Weston Lanes Saturday, February 06, 2010 9:00 AM 11:00 PM 

Bowling Dale's Weston Lanes Saturday, February 06, 2010 10:00 AM 8:00 PM 

Badminton Glacial Drumlin Middle School Saturday, February 06, 2010 12:00 PM 8:00 PM 

Freestyle Skiing Granite Peak  Saturday, February 06, 2010 7:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Snowboarding Granite Peak  Saturday, February 06, 2010 7:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Alpine Skiing Granite Peak  Saturday, February 06, 2010 9:00 AM 5:00 PM 

Figure Skating Greenheck Center  Saturday, February 06, 2010 8:00 AM 8:00 PM 

Ski Jumping Iola Saturday, February 06, 2010 12:00 PM 6:00 PM 

Figure Skating Marathon County Park Saturday, February 06, 2010 8:00 AM 8:00 PM 

Nordic Skiing Nine Mile State Forest Saturday, February 06, 2010 8:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Curling Wausau Curling Club Saturday, February 06, 2010 8:00 AM 10:00 PM 

Trail Run Wausau School Forest Saturday, February 06, 2010 7:00 AM 12:00 PM 

Bowling Dale's Weston Lanes Sunday, February 07, 2010 8:00 AM 3:00 PM 

Badminton Glacial Drumlin Middle School Sunday, February 07, 2010 8:00 AM 5:00 PM 

Freestyle Skiing Granite Peak  Sunday, February 07, 2010 7:00 AM 6:00 PM 

Snowboarding Granite Peak  Sunday, February 07, 2010 7:00 AM 6:00 PM 

Alpine Skiing Granite Peak  Sunday, February 07, 2010 9:00 AM 5:00 PM 

Figure Skating Greenheck Center  Sunday, February 07, 2010 8:00 AM 5:00 PM 

Quadrathlon Nine Mile State Forest Sunday, February 07, 2010 7:00 AM 12:00 PM 

Snowshoe Racing Nine Mile State Forest Sunday, February 07, 2010 11:00 AM 5:00 PM 

Curling Wausau Curling Club Sunday, February 07, 2010 8:00 AM 4:00 PM 
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Joe and Jan Huber, Archery Volunteers of the Year Award Winners 

 
 
 

“It’s the excitement in their faces that keeps us coming back,” exclaim Jan 

and Joe Huber of Wausau, the Badger State Winter Games’ 2010 Volunteers 

of the Year. “They’re all just so happy to be there!” 

 

Since 2004, the Hubers have enthusiastically volunteered their time and 

energy to help provide a positive, exciting experience for athletes of all ages 

and skill levels at the Games’ Archery competition.  “We do everything we can 

to help make everything run smoothly…t-shirts, scorecards, check-in, you 

name it. We want everyone to feel welcome and have a good time,” Jan explains. 

 

For more than 30 years Joe Huber has been a member at the Rib Mountain Bowmen Archery Club located just north of 

Wausau where the Badger State Games’ Archery competition takes place. He and Jan (she doesn’t shoot but loves to 

go along for the fun) had volunteered at other shoots over the years. When they heard about the opportunity to help with 

the Badger State Winter Games, they signed up right away and “have been there ever since.” 

 

 According to Jan, Joe feels very strongly about the sport of Archery. “Joe encourages everyone, especially the kids,” 

Jan said. “They’re the future of Archery and it’s important that they have a great experience from the start.” 

 

Archery Commissioner Karl Hanke sees firsthand the impact the Hubers make at the Games year after year. “Their 

enthusiasm is phenomenal,” he said. “Jan and Joe always have smiles on their faces and they make sure all the 

athletes and spectators have a great time. Their excitement is contagious.” 

 

“We don’t think of it as work,” insist the Hubers. “Yes, it’s long hours, it’s busy, it’s hectic, but it’s fun. We love to see the 

same people year after year. We sit and visit and watch their faces light up. It’s just a happy feeling.” 

 

The Hubers’ dedication and service to the Winter Games allow athletes to enjoy that happy feeling too. “Young or old, 

experienced or not, they all do the best they can. You can just see how much they enjoy being there with family and 

friends,” Jan said. “That’s really what it’s all about – it’s what keeps us all coming back.” 
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OTTO BREITENBACH SPIRIT OF THE GAMES AWARD 
Keith Du Puis, 2010 Otto Breitenbach Spirit of the Games Award Winner 

 
 

For more than 15 years, Mosinee’s Keith Du Puis has proudly and enthusiastically supported the Badger State Winter 

Games. From his early days working at a local radio station that promoted the Games to his current volunteer support 

as Chair for the Badger State Games Winter Festival, Keith’s involvement has been instrumental in the Games’ 

success. It is quite fitting that he be honored with the Otto Breitenbach 2010 Spirit of the Games Award. 

 

Keith, co-owner of Adrenalign Marketing, Wausau, has taken 

the 2010 Winter Festival to a new level by selflessly donating 

an extraordinary amount of time and talents to benefit not only 

the Games, but also the Wausau community. By soliciting and 

securing the participation of other local businesses, 

organizations and individuals from throughout the community 

and approaching the project with a spirit of collaboration and 

fun, he has made possible the creation of an impressive 

downtown event that includes a variety of athlete exhibitions, 

entertainment and celebrations.  

 

“I love when a plan comes together,” he exclaims. “It’s wonderful to get so many different aspects of the community 

involved and to help other businesses thrive while at the same time supporting and enhancing the Badger State 

Games.” 

 

Humbled by the award, Keith insists “I’m really just an ‘average Joe citizen’ using the resources I have to help. If I can 

help, that’s what I like to do.”  

 

In addition to his leadership and involvement with the Winter Festival, Keith and his family are sports enthusiasts who 

enjoy the people they meet and the friendships they make each year, along with the overall excitement that surrounds 

the Games. “There’s an amazing energy around the Games whether you’re participating in an event or not. It’s just 

exciting to be around it.” 

 

“The Games are a great thing for families,” Keith adds. “There’s a definite feeling of support and camaraderie and terrific 

opportunities to get involved and work together. Wisconsin is so lucky to have the Games.” 

And the Games are lucky to have the support and leadership of those who embody the excitement and enthusiasm for 

sports and the Badger State Games – people like Keith Du Puis. 
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HISTORY 
 
It started with the Wisconsin Amateur Sports Corporation, a nonprofit organization established in 1983 to foster amateur athletics in 

Wisconsin. Headed up by its Chairperson, Madison Mayor Joel Skornicka, the WASC submitted a proposal to the U.S. Olympic 

Committee that would have made Madison the host city for the 1987 National Sports Festival.  Although the bid was unsuccessful, 

the enthusiasm and commitment to amateur athletes was so strong that the momentum resulted in the creation of the Badger State 

Games. 

 

The first Badger State Games (Summer) took place July 12-14, 1985 under the auspices of the Wisconsin Amateur Sports 

Corporation. An Olympic-style, multi-sports festival—a unique sporting event that combined Olympic tradition with the spirit of 

Wisconsin to benefit the state’s amateur athletes, the Badger State Games were endorsed by the U.S. Olympic Committee and 

became a member of the National Congress of State Games.  

 

The purpose of the Badger State Summer Games, as stated in the 1985 Souvenir Program, was to: 

  
- Provide Wisconsin citizens of all ages and skill levels a wholesome avenue for positive personal development through 

sports and physical activity 
 
- Provide a source of recognition for amateur athletes 

 
- Enable all Wisconsin residents to utilize quality sports facilities provided in their capital city and in their own community 

 
- Create an amateur sports network of administrators and volunteers throughout Wisconsin to further the development of 

grassroots amateur athletic programs 
 
 

THE BREITENBACH ERA (1988-98) 
 
Otto Breitenbach was a major figure in stabilizing and rooting the Badger State Games.  He came to the Games in 1988 after 14 

years as Assistant Athletic Director for the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  He expanded the Games statewide through regional 

competitions and developed the Winter Games , which first took place in 1989.  Breitenbach was committed to fulfilling the mission 

of the Games and took great satisfaction in providing activities that developed wellness, health and well being for all Wisconsinites.  

Breitenbach retired in 1997, and a special award in his name was created and is given annually to individuals who carry on his spirit 

of the Games. He passed away in 2008. 

 
BSG FACTS 

 
- The first Badger State Winter Games took place in 1989, over 1,600 athletes participated in five sports; Alpine Skiing, 

Nordic Skiing, Curling, Figure Skating and Hockey. 
 
- The first Winter Games featured a Torch Run, which started in Madison January 5th.  The torch traveled the state and 

arrived in Wausau for the first opening ceremony February 3, 1989. 
 

- The Badger State Games registered its 100,000th athlete in 1992. 
 

- In 1995 Corie Berrigan, 32, Green Bay, a downhill skier and mountain biker and Herb Howe, 83, Madison, a masters 
swimmer, were the first individuals to be named “Athletes of the Year.” Governor Tommy Thompson awarded them the 
designation in an April ceremony at the State Capitol Building 

 
- Medal winners in qualifying sports at the Badger State Games are invited to participate in the State Games of America 

(SGA). The next SGA will take place in 2011, in San Diego. Visit www.stategames.org for additional information. 


